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When Neighbors
Build Together

n 1952, if you lived across much of Abbeville or McCormick

counties, or around Starr or lva, you couldn’t count on having

a telephone. The large telephone companies built where the
numbers made sense. Rural communities didn’t.

n
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So, our neighbors did something remarkable. They stopped waiting.

They organized West Carolina Rural Telephone Cooperative,
elected a board from among themselves and began building a network
one mile at a time, because they believed their neighbors and commu-
nities mattered.

October is National Cooperative Month, the perfect time to
CHRIS TOWNSON _remember those who_made that decision. That frst _bqard of_directors
Chief Executive O icer included John McAllister and other local leaders willing to invest
Im—__their time, their reputations and their vision so their neighbors could
be connected. Over the decades, families like the Hesters, McGills and many others carried
that responsibility forward. Because of their leadership, generations have enjoyed the benefts
of a cooperative built by neighbors, for neighbors.

That spirit has always felt familiar to me.

I grew up in rural North Alabama, where both our electricity and telephone came from
cooperatives, and | started my career climbing poles and installing and repairing telephone
lines for one. Those experiences taught me that a cooperative isn’t just another business
model. 1t’s neighbors solving problems together.

Few have lived out that calling more fully than Lee Logan. Since joining our board in 1984,
Mr. Logan served our members for more than 40 years before retiring this summer. Through
every season of change, from party lines to fber optics and Gigabit internet, he never lost
sight of what mattered most—our members and our employees. He leaves behind a stronger
cooperative because of his steady leadership. On behalf of all of us, Mr. Logan, thank you for
your faithful service.

That legacy continues today. At this year’s Annual Meeting, our members reelected Aimee
Gray (Area 1, Starr), Robert Hester (Area 6, Calhoun Falls) and Tag Bussey (Area 9, South
McCormick). They serve alongside Board President Wes McAllister, Vice President Mike
Thomas, Secretary Jane Stone and directors Eric McCall and Darren Lewis, carrying forward
a tradition of local leadership that began more than 70 years ago.

That’s the cooperative difference. Our board doesn’t answer to distant investors or Wall
Street shareholders. Instead, it answers to the members it serves, because in a cooperative, the
members are the owners.

Technology will keep changing. But one thing won’t—we’ll keep connecting people to
what they love. And we’ll do it simply because people matter. That conviction has guided this
cooperative since our neighbors frst came together in 1952, and it’s how we’ll keep working
to set the standard for what a cooperative can be, one connection at a time.

Happy National Cooperative Month, West Carolina.

Thank you for allowing us to serve you.
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to delivering advanced telecommunications
technology to the people of Abbeville,
Anderson and McCormick counties.
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The Green Cu ains
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troupe found a
creative outlet to
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Lakes Village.
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This Calhoun Falls postal worker suited up to
make deliveries and had the most popular photo
in our 2025 contest.

An adorable lobster in a Low Country boil took
second place last year.

| WEST CAROLINA NEWS —

WITCH PHOTO WILL WIN?

West Carolina is ready for another boo-tiful Halloween!
We enjoy seeing all of the creative costumes each year. Enter our photo contest, if you dare.

The entry with the most Facebook likes will win a prize. Local residents can enter images of
their kids, ages 12 and under.

For a complete list of rules and details on how to enter, visit westcarolina.com/halloween.

In third place, this haunting version of Pennywise
the clown from Stephen King’s “It.”

WIFI X GUEST NETWORK

The season for fall football watch parties has arrived, and
it won't be long before your guests are asking for the WiFi
password.

With West Carolina's WiFi X service, sharing internet access with
guests is simple, secure and completely in your control. Through
the WiFi X app, you can create a separate guest network with its
own custom name and password, making it easy for visitors to
connect without accessing the home's main network.

Whether you're hosting family for the weekend or friends for an
evening cookout, WiFi X helps keep everyone connected while
adding an extra layer of security to your main network.

It's one more way West Carolina is helping you enjoy smarter,
safer and more convenient connectivity. To learn more about
the capabilities of WiFi X, visit westcarolina.com/wifi-x.

West Carolina

COME LEARN WITH US

Technology should work for you, not the other way around.
That's why we're keeping our free classes going strong this
season—real people, plain talk, no question too small.

Come sit in on a session and get comfortable with the things
you use every day. We'll walk through streaming so you can
finally cut the cord without the headache, digital security to
keep the bad guys out of your home, and how to get the most
out of your home WiFi network with your WiFi X app. And that's
just the start.

Got a topic you wish we'd cover? We're all ears. Email us at
Marketing@wectel.com with your request.

See the full class lineup and sign up at wwwwestcarolina.com/
classes. We'll save you a seat.









More Than a Show

Green Curtains Community Theatre
shares performances

Story by SARA DIAMOND PATTERSON

eople moving to Savannah Lakes
P Village, along the shores of

McCormick’s 71,000-acre Lake
Thurmond, know they’re joining a com-
munity with plenty to offer. They have
access to three lakefront championship
golf courses, two pools, 10 pickleball
courts, hundreds of miles of nature trails
and 2,500 homes prewired for West
Carolina’s fber internet.

It’s what they’ll fnd periodically inside

the recreation center that might surprise

them. There they’ll discover members of
the Green Curtains Community Theatre
group rehearsing, building sets and bring-
ing a variety of productions to life.

“It’s a great organization doing some
wonderful work, and I think the pro-
duction quality of what we’re doing is
strong,” group chairman Ted Varner says.
“We’re doing really good work, and it has
a strong following.”

The group’s “good work™ isn’t limited
to its strong stage performances. From

the beginning, the idea was not to just
entertain but to provide a way to teach
others the different aspects of theater and
promote the arts.

WHAT'S IN A NAME?

After a previous Savannah Lakes Village
theater group disbanded, some of its former
members and a few new prospective thes-
pians got together in 2016 to form a troupe
of players who wanted to learn more about
theater and teach others in the process.

The Green Curtains Community Theatre presentation of “Songs of America” includes 19 songs with a patriotic set and dramatic lighting.

Photos cou esy of Green Cu ains Community Theatre
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When settling on a name, they chose
one in line with groups already active in
the greater McCormick area.

“In the community, there are Green Tee
Golfers, who aren’t really golfers yet but
are learning the game. And we have the
Green Netters, who are the same but with
tennis,” says founding member David
McKloskey. “Since we were learning to
Tnd our way in the theater, we chose the
name Green Curtains.”

Starting from the ground up, the group
found creative ways to convert a room in
the SLV rec center into a theater. Using
three 4-by-8-foot plywood sheets to form
an 8-foot-tall triangle, set designers painted
each side differently and spun around the
pieces to make different backgrounds.

“We used those in the very early years
quite a few times before we fully got a
set-construction crew where the guys and
gals can now build and paint just about
anything,” David says.

The troupe members have come so far,
in fact, they were able to share their design
expertise with another theater group, fur-
thering the mission to promote the arts.

“Our crew came up with such a complex
stage design for our most recent produc-
tion, ‘Nana’s Naughty Knickers,” that we
loaned the entire set to the community
theater group in Columbia,” Ted says.

A SENSE OF COMMUNITY

By its third production, the group was
able to begin donating funds to a cancer
foundation and other community chari-
ties, David says. In April 2023, the Green
Curtains Community Theatre joined the
McCormick Arts Council at the Keturah,
also known as the MACK, since their
missions of promoting the arts align. Now,
the theater troupe donates a portion of its
proceeds to the school system.

“It’s rewarding enough to participate in
a show and produce art, but then when you
can see our efforts are rolling into support-
ing kids, it really makes it worthwhile,”
Ted says.

Above all, the group brings a little
humor and an escape in a time when both
are needed, Ted says. The recent produc-
tion of “Songs of America,” a patriotic
musical based on the book of the same

The cast and crew, including Green Curtains Chairman Ted Varner,
left, wait backstage for the start of another show.
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Scan to purchase tickets and
find more information about
“Nunsense.”

name by historian Jon Meacham and song-
writer Tim McGraw, took its audience on an
emotional journey.

“When | came off stage, | was amazed by
how many people were weeping,” he says.
“| think people were craving a departure and
something different. The unity message was
very timely.”

That sense of unity bonds Green Curtains
and makes it a home for anyone interested
in the theater, not just residents of Savannah
Lakes, group member Scott Crane says.

“We have people from all over,” he says.
“It’s interesting, and one of the beautiful
things about the theater is that we’re very
inclusive and open and accepting and we
tend to create family.”

Want to join the Green Curtains family?
The best way to reach Ted is by email at
greencurtains.savannahlakes@gmail.com.

WHERE THE HABITS ARE HILARIOUS
Holy humor hits the stage as the Green
Curtains players present “Nunsense,"
Oct. 16-18.

The musical, first produced in 1985,
focuses on a fundraising talent show by
a group of nuns at a convent. The lively
tunes, clever wordplay and fun storyline
are sure to resonate with audiences.

“We have a lot of engagement with the
audience, breaking the fourth wall with
cast members coming out and telling
jokes and things before it begins," direc-
tor Scott Crane says. “l think it will be a
lot of fun."

Scott has a doctorate in spirituality
but says his background had nothing
to do with the production choice. "This
particular community likes things light,
and several people wanted to do this
one. I've not directed a musical before,
but I'm always game to jump in and try
things."

To buy tickets, visit savannahlakes.com/
greencurtains or scan the QR code.
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Raise a Stein!

Story by MELANIE JONES

ktoberfest conjures up images of

beer, accordions and lederhosen.

Oktoberfest in Newberry has the
beer and a little something for everyone
else, including kids.

This year marks the 25th anniversary of
Newberry’s Oktoberfest celebration, and
it always draws crowds. Averaging about
30,000 attendees, the festival nearly triples
the town’s population each year.

“It’s grown a lot, which is super great
for our small town,” Christy Blaney,
Newberry events and marketing manager,
says. “We can’t believe that we host this
many people.”

To accommodate the crowds and par-
ticipants, the city is expanding the festival
footprint to cover downtown.

There will be live bands, and three or
four beer gardens, or biergartens, to ft
the German theme, will be set up around
downtown.

FAMILY FUN

But Oktoberfest in Newberry isn’t just
about the beer. There will be a kids’ area,
also known as Kindertown Family Zone.
Avrtisan Alley is a huge draw, Christy says,
with more than 40 artisan venues lining
Main Street, and there will be food rang-
ing from authentic German fare to local
sweets and treats.

There’s also a contest for the best
German attire.

One thing changing this year is the
result of the opening of the Newberry
Arts Center.

“The new arts center on one end of
Main Street is going to be a big anchor
and a big destination,” Christy says.
“We’re turning the arts center into the kids
zone this year, which is really exciting.”

Christy says the goal is to have a lot of
children’s entertainment on the stage at
the arts center. “There will be a petting

area/adoption area that we created with a
partner organization that comes with dogs
and cats that people can adopt on-site, so
that’s pretty exciting,” she says.

BEYOND THE FESTIVAL

The brick-and-mortar businesses also
get in on the act. “All of our downtown
merchants are open, and they usually
offer some very exciting things, too,”
Christy says.

Not everyone who goes to Oktoberfest
is local. “We have people traveling from
all over the surrounding areas. We get
people from all over South Carolina that
travel in for this,” Christy says. “That’s
the goal. We really want people outside
our community to know that this is a place
that they can drive to and make a day or a
weekend out of it.”

An Oktoberfest celebration makes sense
in Newberry, where 17% of the Newberry
County population is of German heritage.
There are even occasional visits from
delegates of Newberry’s German sister
city, Hamm.

Oktoberfest will kick off from 4-8 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 2, in Memorial Park with live

music, food and beverages before the big
day. The main event is from 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 3. Admission is free
both days.

For information on music acts and other
entertainment, please scan the QR code.

Oktoberfest organizers hold a best-dressed
competition each year, fitting the German theme.

The architecture downtown makes it the perfect setting for
the event.

Photos cou esy of Newberry Events Depa ment
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FR‘ to Download

The hidden cost of free apps

Story by DREW WOOLLEY

hether it’s a game, social media platform, weather app
Wor photo editor, most of us use free apps every day.

While these downloads may cost nothing up front,
many of them generate revenue in ways that may not be obvious.
Understanding how these apps generate money from users can

help you make more informed decisions about the apps you use
and the information you share.

DATA COLLECTION AND TRACKING

Many free apps collect information about users, including
location data, browsing habits, app usage and other personal
details. This information can be used to build advertising
profles or shared with third-party marketing and analytics
companies to deliver targeted ads. While this practice is often
disclosed in lengthy privacy policies, many users never realize
just how much information they provide.

IN-APP PURCHASES

Many apps offer free basic features but charge for additional
content or services. Mobile games may sell in-game currency,
special characters or cosmetic upgrades. Productivity apps may
lock premium tools behind paid upgrades. These small pur-
chases can add up quickly and often generate far more revenue
than a one-time purchase.

West Carolina

LOOT BOXES AND RANDOMIZED REWARDS

Some games sell virtual items known as loot boxes, which
contain randomized rewards. This means players spend real
money without knowing exactly what they will receive. Because
the outcome is based on chance, critics often compare loot boxes
to gambling. While not every game includes them, they have

become a major source of revenue in the mobile gaming industry.

IN-APP ADVERTISING

One of the most common ways free apps make money is
through advertisements. Banner ads, video ads and sponsored
content generate revenue each time users view or interact with
them. The more time people spend in an app, the more opportu-
nities there are to display ads and earn income.

SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES

A growing number of apps offer monthly or annual subscriptions.

Streaming services, ftness apps and cloud storage platforms often
use this model. While subscriptions may start with a free trial, users

are charged regularly once the trial period ends unless they cancel.

The next time you download a “free” app, remember that
someone is paying the bill. By understanding how apps gener-
ate revenue, you can make smarter choices about your privacy,
spending habits and the digital services you use every day.
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TERIYAKI MEATBALL BOWLS

24- to 26-ounce package frozen fully
cooked meatballs

cup teriyaki sauce

cups broccoli florets

cups cooked white or brown rice
green onions, sliced

tablespoon sesame seeds (optional)

AN WA

Prepare the rice according to package direc-
tions if it is not already cooked. Meanwhile,
place the frozen meatballs in a large skillet over
medium heat with ¥4 cup water. Cover and cook
for 8 to 10 minutes, stirring occasionally, until
heated through.

Add the teriyaki sauce and simmer for 3to 5
minutes, stirring until the meatballs are evenly
coated and the sauce has thickened slightly.
Steam the broccoli until tender. Divide the rice
among serving bowls and top with the teriyaki
meatballs and broccoli. Garnish with sliced
green onions and sesame seeds, if desired.
Serve immediately.

HONEY MUSTARD CHICKEN WITH
ROASTED POTATOES AND CARROTS

boneless chicken thighs

1 pound baby potatoes,
halved

4 medium carrots, sliced

2 tablespoons Dijon
mustard

1 tablespoon honey

2 tablespoons olive oil

1 teaspoon garlic powder
Salt and pepper to taste

Preheat the oven to 425 F.
In a small bowl, whisk together

the Dijon mustard and honey.
Toss the potatoes and carrots
with olive oil, garlic powder,

salt and pepper on a sheet pan.

Arrange the chicken thighs
among the vegetables and
brush them with the honey
mustard mixture. Roast for
about 30 minutes or until

the chicken reaches 165 F and
the vegetables are tender.
Serve immediately.

CHEESY BLACK BEAN AND
RICE SKI LLET Heat the olive oil in a large

skillet over medium heat
and cook the onion and bell
pepper until softened, about
5 minutes. Stir in the black
beans, rice, salsa, chili pow-
der, salt and pepper. Cook for
several minutes until heated

tablespoon olive oil
small onion, diced
bell pepper, diced
cans black beans,
drained and rinsed
2 cups cooked rice

1 cupsalsa

N a2

cup shredded
cheddar cheese
teaspoon chili powder
Salt and pepper

to taste

through. Sprinkle the cheese
over the top, cover the skillet
and cook until the cheese is
melted. Serve on its own or
with tortilla chips.
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Switching
from cable

Is easier than
vou think

Let us show you how!

Join our free Streaming 101 class
and learn how to set up your
streaming devices, find your favorite
channels, and never miss a show.

Find a class at a location and

. : west
time that best fits your schedule °
¥ carolina

westcarolina.com/classes




